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[57] ABSTRACT

An overcurrent protection system containing (1) a current
sensing means; (2) a first switch coupled to the current
sensing means; (3) a voltage sensing means; (4) a PTC
device; and (5) a second switch coupled to the voltage
sensing means. In one type of system, the second switch is
connected in series with a parallel combination of the first
switch and the PTC device; and the voltage sensing means
is connected in parallel with a series combination of (i) the
second switch and (ii) the parallel combination of the first
switch and the PTC device. In another type of system, the
first switch, the PTC device and the voltage sensing means
are connected in parallel with each other; and the second
switch (i) is a switch which latches in the open position and
(ii) is connected in series with the parallel combination of
the first switch, the PTC device and the voltage sensing
means.
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